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Cast of Characters

Pete, a new dad

Cooper, a new dad

Sat ur day norni ng



Li ghts up on two nen. A bell rings, signaling the
start of a session.

PETE
(1 ooki ng strai ght ahead)
Do it... doit... doit...

Pete stares straight ahead at the "action" while
Brad | ooks at Pete.

That’'s it... that’s it... yeeeesssss.... creep up on
him...
COOPER
(extendi ng his hand)
Hey there, |’ m Cooper. Wlat’s your nane?
PETE

(continuing to | ook straight ahead)
Sorry man, | don’t do friendly banter during a match.
Distracts the fighters.

COOPER
The...?

PETE
Aw, cone on, you pansy!

COOPER
h ny, |-

PETE
CGet IN there and nake your nove! W don’t have all day!

Cooper watches the "action", confused. It’s silent
a few nonents. Suddenly Pete cl aps thunderously.

PETE
YES! That’s it! That’s IT! Atta boy! You destroyed him

COOPER
I'ma little confused. |'"mnewin tow and | heard this
was a great place to neet other-

PETE
What the- Ref! Ref! Are you crazy? That was a totally
valid play! Well, if the kid doesn’'t tap out, he
deserves what he gets!

COOPER
Excuse ne, um



PETE
That’ s some bullshit right there, that’s what that is!

COOPER
Oh wow

PETE
(making a | ewd gesture)
Screw you, ref!

COOPER
Hey! Pal! Could | ask you to go easy on the expletives
pl ease?
Pete finally I ooks at him He | ooks himup and
down.
PETE
You could. But | don’t know what good it would do ya.
Beat .
COCPER
(extendi ng his hand agai n)
Cooper Donnelly. | |ive on Qak.
PETE
Pete Simmons. | live on your nom
Beat .
COOPER

That - doesn’t nake any sense to nme. Help ne out, this
is the New Daddy’s playgroup, isn't it? Organized by
the nothers at La Leche League?

PETE
Don’t play innocent with ne Cooper. This is Baby Fight
Cl ub. And you know it.

Beat .
COOPER
Oh man! That’s funny. That’s really- (he |aughs) OK,
can get down with that-
PETE
You have attended our orientation, correct?
COOPER
Oh, correct! Yes sir, | amwell-oriented with Fight

d ub!



PETE
Good! The first rule of Baby Fight Cub is-

COOPER
You do not tal k about Baby Fight C ub

Cooper finds this very anusing.

PETE

How the hell did you know that? Who you been talkin to?
COOPER

No one, | just... |I’ve seen the novie.
PETE

You think this is sone kind of joke, Cooper? Baby Fight
Club will bury you.

COOPER
Gotcha! OK! Bury ne baby! You guys are a hoot. | was
wondering why those Daddi es over there | ooked so
serious. (he waves) Hey fellas! It all makes sense now.
So, which "fighter" is yours?

PETE
That one. Goes by "Thicklegs McCGee." Yours?

COOPER
That's my little guy right over there. Nane’'s Cal eb.
(to Caleb) But if we're gonna play this gane with al
the ot her boys, | guess we need to get you a neat
ni ckname too, don’t we sweetheart?

Pete takes a serious | ook at Cal eb.

PETE
May | suggest Razorface Screwhead.
COOPER
Uh... sure!l It’s all in good fun, | guess. Hey bunny

boy, do you like that tough nicknane? Aw, you're
| ooki ng around at all your new friends, huh? They' re
ni ce boys, aren’t they? Yes, they are!

PETE
No Cooper, they are not "nice boys." They are the
furthest thing from"nice boys." You have a lot to to
| earn. Second Rule of Baby Fight Cub! "Infants left to
their own devices will become hone-w ecki ng,
wi fe-stealing Mama’ s Boys. Therefore, they must be
trained to fight! As a result of this training, they
wi Il norph into a hardened peopl e, abandoning the sissy
behavi or that has cone to define them and becom ng



PETE .
i ndependent enough to | eave our wi ves the hell al one,

restoring our marriages to what they once were."

COOPER
Ch man, you guys have really dreaned this thing out,
| m i npressed!

PETE
You will find that a crucial first step in this
transformation is the abolishnment of breastfeeding.

COOPER
Hm Really? OCh hey, this may be a bit TM, but it
was so cute | have to tell soneone. The ot her day,
Cal eb was I atching on to breastfeed, and he | ooked up
at me- with Becky’s nipple still clanped between his
little guns- and he giggled. Never heard himdo that
before. Cracked nme up. He’'s such a cutie. Aren’t you

bi g guy?

PETE
He was nocki ng you.

COOPER
Aw, cone on...

PETE
O dest trick in the book. That’s how they weasel their
way in. Take over the househol d. Replace you. You have
stay very alert in those first few nonths Cooper.

Beat .
Let nme ask you this. Wuld you allow any other nman to
fondl e your wife's breasts |ike he did?

COOPER
Wl |l - no-

PETE
Wul d you allow any other man to literally put themin
his nouth and suck?

COCPER
O course not, but he’s a baby-

PETE
(overl appi ng)
Then why do you tolerate it from hinf

Beat .



COOPER
VWait, are you serious?
PETE
"1l ask you again. Wiy do you tolerate it from hin®
COOPER
Cee, | guess because our doul a Darl ene says that breast
mlk is the best way for babies to get their nutrients-
PETE

Third rule of Baby Fight C ub! "Doul as are asshol es.
Keep your wives away fromthem They are extrenely
dangerous." Seriously Cooper, put the kibosh on that
br east f eedi ng nonsense right away. Puts a rift between
you and your wife. No good. Best thing you can do for
your kid is give hima solid set of parents, and there
ain’t nothing solid about sharing a wonman with your
son. That's sonme scary Cedipal shit right there that
you best be avoiding. Next tine he |unges for your
wife, you just give it to himstraight. Say "Hey! Step
of f, son. Those fun bags are m ne. Enjoy your bottle ny

friend."

COOPER
Huh. Interesting advice, though I don’t know if that
approach would really work for us. | like the fact that
Becky breastfeeds Caleb. | nmean- Razorface! Certainly

beats feeding himfornula. Bl eh!

Beat. Pete stares at Cooper.
" m guessi ng you feed Thicklegs fornula then?

PETE
Yeah. Your point?
COOPER
No point. | would just worry that he wasn’t getting the

proper nutrients...

PETE
Look at ny kid' s thigh. It's the size of Razorface's
entire scrawny body. My kid could eat your kid. So,

yah, | think his nutrient intake is just fine.
COCPER
Fair enough. | just wonder if you’ve considered that-

possi bly- you re overfeeding your child with processed
sugars and you nmi ght want to-

PETE
(getting in his face)
Do you want to take this outside? Because | can process
sone sugars directly into your face!



COOPER
No, no, | don’t have anything to say and | nost
definitely don't need you to take nme outside.
apol ogi ze if anything |I’ve said sounded |ike a
judgnment. We all do what we feel is best for our
children. Let’s just leave it at that.

Beat. Pete is silent. He stares at Cooper
menaci ngl y.
So... this has been... fun, but | think Caleb and | are
going to hit the road. It was ....lovely... neeting
you. Best of luck to you and Thi ckl egs.

Cooper noves to gather his diaper bag.

PETE
Can’t help but notice that your kid has quite a nop of
| ustrous, blond curls, Cooper.

COOPER
Yeah, he’s ny little Curly Q@ GCets those curls fromhis
pretty Mommy. Don’t you buddy?

PETE
Di srespectful if you ask ne.
COOPER
VWhat, his curls? How so0?
PETE
Look around. You'll see that nost of these kids are

bal d, showi ng sone solidarity wiwth their aging fathers.
Your kid however, throws his curly girly locks in your
face like he’'s saying "Hey Dad, |ook, |I have hair and
you don’ t!"

COCPER
Nah... he can’t help that. |I’m happy for himthat he
has hair.

PETE
Al right.

COOPER
What ?

COOPER
| just wouldn’t trust the guy if I were you. | nean,
| ook at him He's so entitled. See how all the other
babi es are crawl i ng around hol ding their heads up high?
Your guy just lies there on his back |like his shit
don’t stink. And- news flash- it does!



COOPER
Yeah, he can be quite the mster Stinkypants, can’t you
bubba! But he’'s only 3 nonths old, what can ya do?

PETE
Oh there’s plenty you can do. You can start by cutting
off the gravy train you ve no doubt been providing. Let
me guess, he’s the kind of guy that expects you to do
everything for him Am1l right? He's all |ike, "Qooh
grant me full access to your wife at all hours of the
day no questions asked! Ch, foot all the bills for ny
joyrides in the overpriced carriage ny normy HAD to
have! Wien | wake up in the mddle of the night
scream ng? Cone into my roomw llingly and hold nme! On,

oh, oh, and one nore thing... when you re done with al
t hat? How bout you wi pe ny ass every tine | soi
nmysel f1"
COOPER
Yeah... he does do all those things. How did you know?
PETE
This is nmy second tinme around this block, kid. I let ny
4-year old walk all over me and now he thinks he's
god’'s gift. 1'Il be dammed if | nake the sane m st akes

w th Thi ckl egs.

COCPER
Wait. Now that you nmention it, he’'s got ne wiping his
ass three tines a day!

PETE
| don’t doubt that he does! Don’t do it anynore! He can
do it! He's just being lazy. Tell himwarriors don't
get their asses wi ped for them They reach for whatever
| eaf or nossy patch of ground they can find. He s not
| ooki ng hard enough.

COCPER
| think I will tell himthat, thank you. That’s
actual ly very hel pful.

Cooper turns again to gather his things. He stops.
Do you really believe those other things you said too?
About himtrying to replace nme with ny wife and about
hi m pur posel y di srespecting nme by sprouting hair
premat urel y?

PETE
No man, | was totally kidding about the hair.



COOPER
Oh good!

PETE
He's definitely performng sexual acts with your wfe
t hough.

COOPER
What ?

PETE
Did you know that 40.5% of nursing nothers report
feelings of arousal during breastfeedi ng?!

COOPER
Excuse me, what ?!

PETE
Arousal . During breastfeeding. 40.5% of wonen. And
those are just the ones brave enough to speak out. W
have no way of knowi ng what the real nunbers are.

Beat .

COOPER
You gotta be kidding ne!!

PETE
| know. It’s sone creepy stuff. You' re a new father and
these are things they don't tell you. But you re at
Baby Fight C ub now and Baby Fight C ub gives you the

raw deal

COOPER
Thank you Baby Fight C ub! Thank you for giving ne the
raw deal! So what the hell is this arousal stuff
about ?!

PETE
Wel |, when the baby | atches on to the woman’s breast,

Oxytocin is secreted- that's sone femal e | actation
hornone thingy- and it causes a tingling sensation in
the nother that many of themliken to an orgasm

COOPER
You're telling me ny wife is having orgasns with ny
ki d?

PETE
You bet she is! She had them during | abor too.



COOPER
VWHAT?7??7?

PETE
Yep! The oxytocin | ady-hornone thing is rel eased during
| abor too. Having a baby is just one big pl easure-fest
for her.

COOPER
She nade ne think she was in pain! Ch, she put on quite
a show You should have seen it, the yelling, the
noani ng, the crying!

PETE
| bet it hurts a little. But on the whole, yeah it’s a
pretty blissful thing for wonen. |I’msure you' ve heard
that letting your wife give birth naturally is the
"best thing for nother and chil d?"

COOPER
Sur e!
PETE
Wl | what about what’s best for the fathers?
COOPER
Yeah, what about us???
PETE
Do we really deserve to see our happy place torn to
bits just so our wife can have a crunchy, little

estrogen dance party out of her hoo-hah that ends in 6
weeks of abstinence for us?

COOPER
No we don’'t deserve that!

PETE
C-section. That’s the way to go. Easy, breezy, no
hi atus from doi ng the sl eazy.

COOPER
| m seeing everything so clearly now My w fe gave
birth to Caleb in an inflatable pool in our living room
and up until now, | thought it was one of the nost
power ful experiences of both our lives. But now Now
|"mrealizing what an ultimately selfish act that was!
She did make ne wait 6 weeks afterward. What a foo
|”ve been! | had no idea that whole tine that | was
waiting patiently, she was just, just- getting off-
wi th Razorface over therel



10.

PETE
If it makes you feel any better, |’ve been watching him
pretty closely, and that has to be the 10th tine |’ve
seen himslap hinmself in the face with that plush
el ephant. Self-flagellation.

COCPER

He's guilty.
PETE

He’ s making amends. | think he's sorry.
COCPER

Yeah, I’mnot falling for that. Look at him Amazing, |
used to think that open-nmouth dopey | ook of his was
adorable. Now | see himfor the superciliousness,
ungrateful bullshit artist he is.

PETE
Oh, hey, that's a little harsh. I’mnot saying the
kid s a jerk, he just needs sone work, that’s all

COOPER
No he is, he's a jerk! He is! You re a jerk!

Cal eb begins to cry.

PETE
(droppi ng the act)
Whoa, Cooper? | think we’ve taken this as far as it
needs to go, yeah?

The bell rings, signaling the end of the session.
And there ya go, tine’s up, so..

Cal eb continues to cry.
Maybe you shoul d pick himup

COOPER
What, |’ m gonna confort himafter all he’s done to ne!?

Cal eb cries | ouder while Cooper nakes di sparagi ng
faces at him
Oh, wah, wah, wah. Cry nme a river kiddo.

Cooper’s cell phone rings.
Oh look who it is! It’s your girlfriend!!

He picks it up.

PETE
Cooper, | don’t think it’s wise to speak to your wfe
right now. You re upset, you seemreally confused..
|’d like to explain sone things to you.
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COOPER
Shhh. | got this.
(into the phone)
What do you want. Don’t you "sweetiekins" ne. You ve
been caught Becky, caught! Caught cheating that’s what!
Wth who? She’s acting as if she doesn’t know who.

PETE
Hey pal, | need you to put the phone down right now.

COOPER
(into the phone)
As if you don’'t know who! Here's a clue "sweetiekins."
" m | ooking at himright now Name’'s Razorface. Though
he noonlights as Cal eb. Yes, our son! You ve been

cheating on ne with our son! GCh, oh, oh, |’'m
ridiculous! I'’mridicul ous?
PETE
Yeah man, you are ridicul ous, please stop!
COOPER
| know all about your Eddi-pul issues... your...

Lact eeci an hornones and your, your...
Oxytorkson-rel easi ng! You two have made quite a devi ous
pair, | have to say! Wl |, consider ne cuckol ded!

Consi der me hum |i at ed!

Beat .
Consi der ne through!

Cooper throws the phone to the floor. He is
breat hi ng heavy. He is conpletely juiced.

PETER
Cooper.

COOPER
That went well 1| think.

PETE
You know what? | don’t know that it did. | think you
shoul d call your w fe back right away and apol ogi ze.

COOPER
Hel | no!

PETE
K, tt’s beconmi ng increasingly apparent to nme that you
did not actually make it to a Baby Fight C ub
orientation did you?
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COOPER

PETE

Un No. Wen you asked that before, | thought you were
asking if | had oriented nyself with the novie, Fight
Cl ub. Wiich of course I had. Wo hasn’t?

"Course. Geat flick. Pardon ne a nonent.

Pete whi ps out his wal ky tal ky.
Guys! This is unacceptable! | have yet another
gentl eman here who slipped through the cracks w thout a
proper orientation! Goddamit, it is crucial that
everyone who wal ks t hrough these doors attend an

orientation!!! Lives are at stake!
(l'i stens a nonent)
Yeah, | thought it was a great session this norning

too. Mmhmm | agree. W’ ve really created sonething
speci al here.

He hangs up.
Sorry bout that.

COOPER

PETE

No problem

So, let’s clear some things up. You do know ny kid’'s
nanme isn’'t really Thicklegs MSI obbertown, yeah?

COOPER

PETE

OCh no? What is it?

Friedrich. O d German nane. After ny grandfather

COOPER

PETE

That' s ni ce.

Yeah, we like it. Here's the thing Cooper. Parenting

i nvol ves sone icky shit sonetines. Those first few
nmonths are a bear. For both parents. But no one ever
tal ks about what we guys go through. It’s always "oh

t he woman and her scars, and the extra weight, and the
post-partum depression!™ | wanted to create a pl ace
where guys could vent a little. Let off sone steam
Doesn’t nean we don’t | ove our kids. Doesn’'t nmean we
don’t adore the ground our w ves wal k on. W do.

Beat .
And you do know that no babies actually get hurt here,
right?
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COOPER
They don’t?

PETE
No, nman. Because that woul d be sick.

COCPER
Ri ght. Absol utely.

PETE
| nmean, occasionally sonebody gets beaned in the head
with a teething ring, but nobody actually "fights". The
kids just basically flop on the mats and m ndl essly
flail their arns and | egs around while we Dad stand
around and talk shit. That’'s pretty nuch the extent of
it.

COOPER
Oh. Well that’'s- that’s-

PETE
|’msorry for the confusion. This is a powerful program
we run here, and sonme guys just don’t know how to shut
it off once it’s grabbed hold of them They think
they're strong, but let’'s face it, Baby Fight Cub wll
al ways be stronger.

COOPER
Seens so.
Beat .
PETE
So. | hope it all works out for ya.
COOPER
Me too, nme too.
PETE
Good then. You' re wel come back anytine, if you want a
do- over.
Beat .
COCPER
| think I"mall set, thanks.
PETE
(overl appi ng)
Yeah, | think that’ Il be all for you.

Beat .
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Pete exits. Cooper slowy and tentatively noves
toward Cal eb and squats down in front of him

COOPER
Hey there bunny boy. Did we have an adventure today or
what ? Hey. Wy are you |l ooking at nme |ike that? Don’t
be scared bubba, it’s ne, Daddy. Daddy | oves you...

Li ghts out.



